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Distinguished Ministers of Foreign Affairs,

Heads of Delegation and Observers,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Resolution (AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12) (“Follow-Up on the Recommendations Contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System”) adopted on June 5, 2012 by the General Assembly of the Organization of American States in Cochabamba, Plurinational State of Bolivia, gave the Permanent Council a core mandate.  Through that mandate, the General Assembly instructed this Permanent Council to make proposals for implementing the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the IACHR with a view to strengthening the inter-American human rights system. 

The following activities were carried out, pursuant to the mandate in this resolution:

On September 10, 2012, the Permanent Council adopted document CP/doc.4787/12 rev. 4 corr. 1, which contains the work plan for implementation of the Cochabamba General Assembly resolution. 

The Chair of the Permanent Council wishes to report to this General Assembly on the implementation of the decisions adopted in the aforesaid Work Plan, as follows:

1. The deliberations were held in the Permanent Council through formal and informal meetings, and the process was open and all the stakeholders and users of the inter-American human rights system took part – that is, the member states, the IACHR, the General Secretariat, civil society (including the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights), the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and the Inter-American Juridical Committee
/.

2. With respect to the work plan and schedule, the activities programmed for the three stages of the process were carried out.

· Stage One was carried out from September 1 to October 31, 2012.  In this Stage, the Permanent Council, chaired by the Permanent Representative of Jamaica, Ambassador Stephen Vasciannie, extended an invitation to all stakeholders of the IAHRS to submit in writing proposals for implementing the recommendations of the Working Group.  Proposals were received from 17 member states, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the OAS Secretary General, and 15 civil society organizations.

· Stage Two took place from November 1 through December 31, 2012, under the stewardship of the Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS, Ambassador Joel Hernández. A Schedule was adopted for this Stage, during which the Permanent Council held four (4) meetings at which member states examined and discussed the proposals for applying the recommendations contained in the seven (7) chapters of the Report of the Special Working Group that were received during the first stage.

· The purpose of one of the four meetings, that of November 7, 2012, was to hold a dialogue with the IACHR on this process. At another meeting, that of December 11, 2012, a discussion was held with the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and we heard a videotaped message from the Director of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights.

Similarly, on December 7, 2012, the Permanent Council held two special meetings in which civil society organizations and other actors or users of the inter-American human rights system were invited to comment on the proposals for applying the recommendations. 

The Chair of the Permanent Council concluded this stage with the publication of a "Proposed Draft Resolution for the Special Session of the General Assembly and Appendix: Measures for Implementing the Recommendations Contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System” (CP/doc.4813/122 rev. 1)

· The third and fourth stages of this process took place between January 1 and March 22, 2013. As Nicaragua's Representative to the OAS, and in my capacity as Chair of the Permanent Council, I presented a draft calendar of meeting that was approved as document (CP/doc.4815/13 rev. 3).  During this stage, the Permanent Council held 13 meetings at which member states used as their base document the one presented by Mexico as the previous chair of the Council (Proposed draft resolution and appendix), document CP/doc.4813/12 rev. 1., seeking to come up with consensus language to facilitate agreement on proposals for applying the Working Group's recommendations, and this was accomplished. 

In a bid to facilitate the negotiation efforts of the member state delegations, the Chair of the Permanent Council prepared and distributed proposed recommendations to implement the decisions of the Cochabamba General Assembly. Member states had an opportunity to consider only one of eight
/ negotiation documents distributed. As it was felt that there would not be sufficient time to finishing reviewing them, and in order to implement the mandate in the resolution on the inter-American human rights system, the Chair of the Council submitted a draft resolution on March 6, 2013, for consideration by the delegations.  This draft envisaged that the IACHR will implement IACHR-compatible recommendations; will prepare draft amendments to the American Convention on Human Rights; and will take into account "other measures proposed by the states," including the issue of the headquarters of the IACHR. 

On March 13, the Chair made a number of changes and amendments to the draft resolution, taking into account preliminary comments from delegations and incorporating paragraphs from the Declaration of Guayaquil, adopted at the First Conference of States Parties to the American Convention on Human Rights, held on March 11, 2013  (CP/doc.4835/13 rev.1).  This Draft addressed matters related to human rights promotion, the special status of all the Rapporteurships, and funding them equitably, based on untied voluntary contributions that were not earmarked.

Also on March 13, the Permanent Council decided to transfer the task of preparing the draft resolution for the forty-fourth special session of the General Assembly to a working group of the Permanent Council, for which the Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS, Ambassador Joel Hernández, was appointed chair, and the Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Walter Jorge Albán, vice chair.  They were provided assistance and advice by the Chief of Staff of the Secretary General, Ambassador Hugo de Zela.  The Working Group met on three occasions, after which its chair presented a draft resolution, document CP/doc.4845/13, for the consideration of the Permanent Council on March 19, 2013. The presentations delivered by member states on that occasion were recorded in a revised version of the aforementioned draft, which was distributed this past Wednesday, March 20 CP/doc.4845/13 rev. 1. 

Other activities

Other activities, led by the Vice Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador John Beale, Permanent Representative of Barbados, were carried out as part of this process, including the following: 

On March 7, 2013, the Permanent Council held a special meeting that brought together civil society and other actors or users of the IAHRS, based on which it published a "Compendium of Presentations and Videos" containing 19 presentations by civil society organizations (CP/INF.6665/13 rev.1)

On March 8, 2013, the Permanent Council held a special meeting to conduct a dialogue with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights on the activities and final documents of this process. The address by the President of the IACHR was received as document CP/INF.6670/13.

Holding of the forty-fourth special session of the General Assembly
On February 6, 2013, the Permanent Council adopted a resolution establishing the date and place of the forty-fourth special session of the General Assembly CP/RES. 1009 (1984/13), which were are holding today.

Conclusions

To conclude, as Chair of the OAS Permanent Council, I am submitting to the General Assembly for consideration, the Draft Resolution of the Forty-Fourth Special Session of the General Assembly, classified as document CP/doc.4845/13 rev. 1

This draft resolution that is being referred to the General Assembly contains 5 preambular paragraphs and 7 operative paragraphs, with square brackets around those aspects that did not garner consensus and which are still under negotiation.  Some delegations stated that aspects related to precautionary measures and Chapter IV of the Report of the IACHR are not reflected in the draft resolution.  Concern has also been expressed about the budgetary implications that fully financing the inter-American human rights system would carry for a variety of the Organization’s programs. 

This Chair of the Permanent Council wishes to thank all the delegations of the member states, those that have headed the Permanent Council and its working groups since the adoption of resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12), the Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, the staff of the technical areas of the General Secretariat (and the Secretariat of the Permanent Council in particular), as well as the interpreters who assisted us in this process.   I also wish to thank the civil society organizations and other stakeholders or users of the IAHRS, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, as well as all those stakeholders that in one way or another have contributed invaluable input to this process of dialogue on the workings of the IACHR with a view to strengthening the inter-American human rights system.
Thank you very much.

Denis Ronaldo Moncada Colindres
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua 
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�.	Both the Court and the Inter-American Juridical Committee were invited to attend the meetings of the Permanent Council. The Court participated in this process through activities carried out with the IACHR. The Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee was grateful for our invitation but informed the Chair of the Council that he was unable to travel to Washington.


�.	Please click on the following link to access all the above-mentioned documents: �HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2013/Documentos%20de%20Negociacion.ing.doc"��Negotiation documents in preparation for the forty-fourth special session of the General Assembly�





_1425480041.doc
[image: image1.png]YA






GENERAL ASSEMBLY



